Open-eyed prayer for a Children and Families’ Ministry Commissioning

Today let’s use our eyes to pray.
First, let us look up and around and out … and in silence give thanks to God for the things we see that God has given us, and the things which remind us of God.

Now take a look around us at the people in this place, and especially the children, and in silence give thanks for their special qualities and for the way they help us see God.  
Let us now close our eyes and cover them with our hands.  In silence let us confess to God the times when we choose not to see …

When we choose not to see injustice or suffering or needs around us.  When we ignore children and families,  young people, people with disabilities,  the elderly,  migrants,  people begging in the street.  Let us confess the times we choose not to notice the hurt we ourselves cause to others or when we choose not to look for the good in those around us… and when we choose to not see our own self-centredness.

Let us look at the darkness before our eyes and feel the isolation of blindness. (wait a few seconds)
Now let us open our eyes and rejoice in the light!  God is light and in God there is no darkness!

When we walk in the light we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.  Let us be assured that through Christ our sins are forgiven! 

Thanks be to God.   Amen.

